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St. Albans

by christine McgoWan
Special to the Messenger

R
ICHMOND — Woodworkers by hobby and 
Vermont National Guardsmen by training, 
St. Albans native Tony Fletcher, Josh 
Waterhouse, of Richford, and Mac Broich, 

of St. Albans, are finding their niche as coopers for 
Vermont’s craft spirits industry. Green Mountain 
Grain & Barrel was founded in 2016 with a simple 
goal: to be the sole producer of barrels for Vermont 
distilleries, wineries and breweries.
 With the number of Vermont distilleries 
increasing from three in 2004 to 28 in 2018, 
according to the Vermont Department of Liquor 
Control, Green Mountain Grain & Barrel is betting 
on increased demand for locally-made barrels. 
 “We learned from our friends at Danger Close 
Craft Distilling that sourcing barrels for craft 
production was a challenge,” said Fletcher. “The 
big distillers use big, mass production cooperages 
out of Kentucky or Missouri, but the smaller guys 
who only wanted five or ten barrels were out of 
luck. They either had to buy 200 barrels that they 
didn’t need, or try to pool resources with other craft 
distilleries.”
 Armed with an idea, passion for working with 
wood, and appreciation for Vermont’s growing craft 
distillery industry, the trio began making barrels-- 
a labor intensive and meticulous process. 
 The first step was sourcing white oak logs, 
widely considered the standard for use in barrels, 
buckets and ships due to a substance called 
tyloses that makes the wood naturally waterproof. 
“It’s important to us that our wood comes from 
Vermont,” said Fletcher. “White oak trees that 
have slowly grown to maturity through the 
harsh Vermont winters produce wood with tight 
grains and a dense cell structure, plus that local 
connection is a big part of our story.” 

Barreling 
along

Local coopers supply 
distillers, brewers
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® see Barrels on page 5

Tony Fletcher is 
charring a barrel, 
which means the 
entire interior of the 
barrel is set on fire for 
a specific period of 
time.

Tony Fletcher taps the 
top hoop, also known 
as the chime hoop, on 
the barrel after he has 
raised it.  Raising is the 
process of arranging 
the hoops in a circle 
around the assembly 
hoops.

Woodworkers by 
hobby and Vermont 
National Guardsmen 
by training, Mac 
Broich, left, Josh 
Waterhouse, center, 
and Tony Fletcher, 
right, are finding their 
niche as coopers for 
Vermont’s craft spirits 
industry.

Mac Broich is attaching 
casters to a cart he just 
built.  Green Mountain 
Grain & Barrel recycles 

used barrels by scraping 
the charred wood inside 
down to new wood and 

re-charring them for a 
fraction of the cost of a 

new barrel.

by toM benton
Messenger Staff Writer

ST. ALBANS — A local 
man who allegedly 

stabbed another may 
soon be released to home 
detention.
 State prosecutors 
charged Paul Turcotte, 26, 
with attempted second-
degree murder and aggra-
vated assault for alleg-
edly repeatedly stabbing 
Christopher Wescott, 26, 
in January, with a knife.

 Turcotte has been incar-
cerated at the Northwest 
State Correctional Facility 
since then.
 Medical personnel 
treated Wescott’s wounds 
at Northwestern Medical 
Center, then released him.
 Turcotte’s attorney, 
Burlington-based defense 
attorney Bob Katims, filed 
a motion for the court to 
release Turcotte to home 
detention in a Kingman 
Street apartment near the 
scene of the stabbing.

Accused stabber may be held at home
Man awaiting trial on assault, attempted murder
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by toM benton
Messenger Staff Writer

ST. ALBANS — The case of a Highgate man shot in 
a befuddling altercation on Lamkin Street in May 

2017 is moving forward after the man’s attorney 
withdrew a motion to dismiss the case.
 The man in question is Joshua Many, 30, whom 
state prosecutors charged with aggravated assault in 
connection with the incident.
 Fellow Highgate resident Christopher Akers 
allegedly shot Many during the incident. Prosecutors 
charged Akers with aggravated assault with a deadly 
weapon.
 Both Many and Akers pleaded not guilty to their 
respective charges.

Shooting victim withdraws motion
Man in Highgate assault admits state has case

® see shootInG VICtIM on page 5

by toM benton
Messenger Staff Writer

ST. ALBANS — The case 
of a young Burlington 

man allegedly responsible 
for a Feb. 2017 shooting on 
Lake Street may be head-
ing toward resolution.
 State prosecutors 
charged Zackk Trombly, 
23, with attempted sec-
ond-degree murder in 
connection with the shoot-
ing, which left Dustin 
Davenport, also 23, of 
Richford, in critical condi-

tion.
 Trombly pleaded not 
guilty.
 Police affidavits said 

Lake Street shooter may take deal
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Zackk Trombly

by Michael Frett
Messenger Staff Writer

ST. ALBANS – After ten 
and six years in the leg-

islature respectively, Rep. 
Albert “Chuck” Pearce, 
R – Richford, and Rep. 
Steve Beyor, R – Highgate,  
won’t be seeking reelec-
tion to represent Franklin 
County’s Fifth District in 
2018.
 Pearce said in an inter-
view with the Messenger 
that, after ten years in 
Montpelier, it was simply 
time for him to retire and 
make room for someone 
new to represent the dis-
trict, which is made up 
of Berkshire, Franklin, 
Highgate and Richford.
 “I’ve always believed in 
term limits, and while I 
never thought I’d be there 
ten years, I figured this is 
probably the right time,” 
Pearce said. “I think it’s 
time to let someone else 
have the opportunity to go 
down to Montpelier and 
see what it’s like.”
 “I’ve been there ten 
years, and I’m getting 
older,” he added.
 Beyor, meanwhile, said 
he was wrapping up his 
six years of service mostly 
because of his health, but 
added that he was proud 
of his six years serving 
Franklin-5 in Montpelier.
 “I’m proud of the fact 
that I think that I repre-
sented all of my constitu-
ents the way they would 
like me to,” Beyor said. “I 
haven’t lied to anybody, 
and I guess I can say I’m 
proud of that.”
 Pearce served in both 
the House Committee on 
Appropriations and the 
Committee on Education, 
currently serving as the 
vice chair on the latter 
committee as the state 
legislature enters an 
upcoming special session. 
A teacher before going 
to the legislature, Pearce 
said he was particularly 
proud of his role on the 
Education Committee.
 “I was in education all 
my life,” Pearce told the 

Representatives 
Pearce, Beyor 

retiring

® see PearCe, BeYor 
on page 5

Both seats in 
Franklin-5 open


